FEBRUARY 2017

Winter Greetings to All!
The time between Christmas and Lent is often characterized as the “quiet time” in the life of the Church.
Especially with our totally unpredictable New England weather, we tend to postpone activities until the weather
gets better. There aren’t many special events taking place, and it seems like the opportune time to take a break
and catch your breath.
Yes, it may seem like the quiet time in the Church year, but I assure you that many things are going on.
Here at First Baptist Church of Plymouth, members don’t stop checking in on each other. Phone calls, cards
and notes keep everyone connected. We don’t stop collecting food every Sunday for our local Food Bank.
Children continue to attend Sunday School. Clergy in the community continue with their monthly meetings to
plan ecumenical events and to stay connected. The members of the choir don’t take a break and share their
musical talents with us every Sunday.
The truth of the matter is that the life and ministry of our Church family continues irrespective of the
weather and even though we aren’t celebrating special events like Christmas and Easter. In fact, what defines
us as a Church is what happens during the “quiet time” of the year.
On the topic of what defines us as the First Baptist Church, I hope that as people who have lived through
snowy and cold winters for most of our lives, and who always (especially by the end of February) have thoughts
and hopes of the coming of the warmer days of Spring, that we keep our focus on the future rather than on the
past. Our past is a wonderful reminder of how God has blessed us and how we found ways to serve Christ. But
with our past as a foundation, our focus should be on the future. The world in which we live continues to
evolve, but God’s call to us remains the same: to go into the world and share the love of Christ with those we
encounter.
I’ve always been impressed with the ways that you find to do God’s work. The sense of community that
you share with each other is definitely something that needs to be shared with the world around us. Size doesn’t
define God’s community. Christ’s earthly ministry began with a dozen or so followers. Resources were sparse
(a few fish and loaves with a huge crowd to feed). The world tells us that size and resources count. But Christ
taught us that hope and the Spirit makes it possible to do far more abundantly that we ever think possible.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Pastor Mike

February Sermons
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February 5, 2017 – Isaiah 58:1-12 Matthew :13-20 “Peer Pressure”
Studies show that peer pressure from those
who are only slightly superior can be a good thing. But if the
SERMONS

pressure is coming from those way out in front, that’s not so good. People around us can inspire us to do the
right thing. Or they can cause us to quit. The Pharisees were peer-less, come see what Matthew has to teach us
about all this. Pastor Emeritus Chris Drew will be our guest preacher.

February 12, 20217 – Matthew 5:1-12 “Same Reading, Different Message”
No, it isn’t your imagination! We heard this scripture passage just a few weeks ago. It may be the same
passage, but there’s a slightly different message in the second part of it. It is written for those who are often
labeled as idealistic: those who seek what is right; those who show mercy toward others; and those who have a
pure heart. Society may tell us that reality and idealism don’t mix well, but Jesus has a different message.

February 19, 2017 – Matthew 5:38-44 “Do the Unexpected”
Have you ever noticed how surprised people are when you don’t act the way they expect that you will in a
certain situation? When things go wrong, people expect negative reactions from others. When things are
strained, others expect you to adopt a defensive posture. Jesus challenges us to set aside our intuitive human
reactions and the reactions that society expects from us. God sent Christ into the world to change it: not
through physical force or with mighty armies, but instead be acting in a manner that stops people dead in their
tracks and causes them to change their behavior.

February 26, 2017 – Matthew 17:1-9 “Why Does It Take a Mystical Event?”
More often than not, it takes a big splash to get people’s attention. It was no different back in Biblical times.
So it is a valid question to ask whether as many people would have followed Jesus had he not changed water
into wine, had he not brought sight to someone who was blind since birth, and had he not walked on water.
Isn’t God working in our midst when nothing unusual is happening?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
DAILY BIBLE READINGS
February 2017

Come Together in Faith and share the Joy of the Lord.
1 John 14.15-31
2 John 15.1-17
3 John 15:18-16:15
4 John 16:16-33
5 John 2:1-12
6 John 2:13-25
7 John 3:1-21
8 John 3:22-36
9 John 5:1-29
10 John 5:30-47

11 6:1-24
12 John 6:25-59
13 John 6:60-7:9
14 John 7:10-31
15 John 7:32-52
16 John 8:1-20
17 John 8:21-47
18 John 8:48-29
19 1 John 1:1-2:6
20 1 John 2:7-29

21 1 John 3:1-24
22 1 John 4:1-21
23 1 John 5:1-21
24 2 John
25 3 John
26Leviticus 19:1-18
27 Deuteronomy 6:1/25
28 Matthew 22:34-40

ALL IN THE FAMILY…
Gloria Scieller recently fell and broke her wrist, but is
doing much better…Betty Salerno has had her share of
health issues, is doing much better, but has been diagnosed
with carpel tunnel…As you all know, Denise Gilbert
is back from her visit to Texas with her son and
daughter-in-law and is getting back in the swing of
things…Nettie Fairchild continues to improve after her
recent bout with pneumonia…Keep up the good work
Nettie, hope to see you soon…Janet Burns (Betty’s niece
in rehab) is doing much better and is home…Elaine
Fiermonte had another recent hospital stay because of a
blood clot in her lung, but is home now and doing
well....Wayne Fiermonte just recently celebrated
his 60th birthday at a party at Jesse Camille’s.
Congratulations and many more…Cindy Strange (Betty’s
sister) sustained a rather serious burn on her arm…By the
time you read this, Scott Johnson will have had his knee
surgery. Good Luck and Best Wishes Scott for a speedy
recovery…Essie Petty has been in St. Mary’s Hospital
recovering from a heart attack. She is doing better and
sends her love to all…Alex & Ally Dellaquilla have
recently moved into their new rental home, are settled in
and doing well…Erin Drew, as you all know, is now the
proud owner of her new home in Bristol. Good Luck Erin!
As always, please remember to keep all our shut-ins in your
thoughts and prayers

LENTEN LUNCHEONS
The season of Lent is fast approaching! Ash
Wednesday this year is on March 1st. As you may
recall, the churches in Plymouth sponsor a series of
Tuesday Lenten Luncheons at different churches
around the town. Stay tuned for more information
about special events for Lent!

FEBRUARY 5TH
We welcome to the pulpit again our Pastor Emeritus
Chris, and thank him for leading our worship
service on February 5th as Pastor Mike attends a
business meeting at First Baptist in West Hartford
(as part of his duties as treasurer of that church).

The gift that gives
ANNUAL MEETING – Feb. 12th
There will be business meeting of the Congregation
on Sunday, February 12th, immediately following
the worship service. A budget for 2017 will be
proposed and considered at that time.
Our annual Valentine's Day celebration will also
take place on Sunday, February 12th. As in the
past, please bring Valentine's cards for others in the
congregation. But this year, we ask that you NOT
sign the cards. Just write a few words about the
recipient, and let your card be from a "secret
admirer."

Love ever gives,
forgives, outlives
and ever stands
with open hands.
And while it lives, it gives.
For this is love’s prerogative —
to give, and give, and give.
—John Oxenham

Our Support of the United Mission Program Impacts Lives Around the
World….
The shadows beneath the stairs provided a temporary reprieve from the demands of the street. *Ola blended into
the darkness, but I spotted her, and paused to greet her and ask her nationality. Caught off-guard, she admitted
she came from Uganda, like so many others we meet on the streets. I knelt down to catch her muffled words, as
she answered the litany of questions I have rehearsed so well.
“How long have you been in Thailand?” “One week,” she answered. Ola told me she did not know what job she
would be doing. Still in shock, she struggled to do what was required to survive. “I am so sorry,” I told her. “Do
you want to go home?” Ola nodded, but said she owed $10,000 US to her boss. “Your boss is a trafficker and
criminal! She deceived you and the debt is illegal. You do not have to pay her back.” Her eyes dropped and her
voice wavered, as she regretfully told me she had begged the trafficker for a job, calling her repeatedly in hopes
of getting something, anything. “My daughter and I had no food for four days. Do you know what it is like to
not eat for four days?” Ola admitted the boss probably took advantage of her desperation and stuck her with a
debt, higher than most.
Shame blanketed Ola as she confessed, “You don’t understand, I used to be a born-again Christian.” I reached
out to touch her arm, “Ola, you still are. God has not abandoned you. He doesn’t blame you.” Her eyes
brightened for a second before dropping again in embarrassment, “But I did a bad thing. I did an agreement…”
“Witchcraft?” I asked her. She nodded and avoided my eyes.
I have heard this story so many times. The traffickers take the women to a witchdoctor to make the contract,
which threatens to curse them with mental illness, sickness, or death if they do not pay back the debt. It is a hard
obstacle to overcome, hard to assure women of safety when the enemy is not visible or tangible. We have
experience in dealing with witchcraft so I spoke to assure her, “We can help you. We know how to pray and
break the curses. God is greater than any witchcraft, and He loves you so much! This is not his plan for you.
Life is hard, but I have a team that can help you through all of this.”
Ola stared at me as I spoke, but she carries a heavy weight of responsibility for a daughter who needs to eat and
a debt, which if not paid back threatens to destroy her. There are no easy answers. I asked her if I could pray for
her, and she agreed. She kept her eyes open and watched me as I prayed. Tears slipped down her cheeks, and
she reached up to brush them away. I gave her a hug, and stood up to leave. “Hold on to hope, Ola. God loves
you. He saw you sitting here, and He brought me this way tonight to tell you he has not forgotten you. He has
heard your cries.” “Thank you!” she said. I logged our number into her phone, and I saw a flicker of hope in her
eyes as I said goodbye.
These divine appointments are bittersweet. I walked away leaving Ola sitting in the dark under a heavy burden,
but at the same time, I rejoice. The shadow of hope came over Ola, as God reached down to remind her she is
not alone, and to offer a way to escape. He will not abandon her to the darkness. I wait for her call, hopeful that
I will see God’s love at work again, using my team to free the captives, bind up the broken hearted, and bring
home those who have lost their way.
Annie Dieselberg
(who along with her Husband Jeff, serve as American Baptist Missionaries in Thailand)

THE MUSIC CORNER
February 2017

February, 2017

Music, whether singing or listening, is a form of prayer. Music can lift one’s spirit
or calm one’s soul. Music may be especially important in the dark times of life or
in the dark months of the year. Recognizing this, the choir began the month of
January singing “In the Bleak Midwinter.” A favorite line of mine is in the last
verse “What can I give him, poor as I am? ….What can I give him?
Give Him my heart.”
We are currently working on music for February, possibly ending the month with
a song by Stevie Wonder! By the end of the month we will be preparing music
for Lent. Songs of meditation, songs of forgiveness. It’s a beautiful yet sober
time of the church year.
Choir rehearsals are held on Thursday evenings from 7:00 - 8:00 pm. Are there
any string or brass players out there? If you play an instrument and would like to
participate in the music on a Sunday, contact me and we’ll prepare a piece involving
you. What a lovely contribution that would be!

Julie

Tammy Johnson
Bob Geckler
Dennis McGavran
Allyson Dellaquilla
Michella Rose
Latasha Mbabali
Helen Fiermonte

2/9
2/17
2/20
2/23
2/24
2/26
2/26

Robert & Cheryl Nottbohm 2/23
Alan & Essie Petty
2/24
Scott & Tammy Johnson
2/28

MOMENTS OF MEDITATION NOW ON PODCAST
Listen to M.O.M. with Pastor Chris
firstbaptistplymouth.ecucomm.ro
and clicking on the podcast link.

COMING EVENTS

***********************************************************************************

†PURPOSE†
“God calls us together; we seek to respond to His word
as disciples of Jesus Christ by ministering to one another,
to the community in which we live, and to all humanity.”
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